
ATTACHMENT NO. 1 
 

1994 WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE SAN DIEGO BASIN 
(BASIN PLAN) WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS 

 
California Water Code Section 13243 provides that a Regional Board, in a water quality 
control plan, may specify certain conditions or areas where the discharge of waste, or 
certain types of waste is not permitted.  The following discharge prohibitions are 
applicable to any person as defined by Section 13050(c) of the California Water Code 
and to any person who is a citizen, domiciliary, or political agency or entity of California 
whose activities in California could affect the quality of waters of the state within the 
boundaries of the San Diego Region. 
 
1. The discharge of waste to waters of the state in a manner causing, or 

threatening to cause a condition of pollution, contamination or nuisance as 
defined in California Water Code Section 13050, is prohibited. 

 
2. The discharge of waste to land, except as authorized by waste discharge 

requirements or the terms described in California Water Code Section 13264, is 
prohibited. 

 
3. The discharge of pollutants or dredged or fill material to waters of the United 

States except as authorized by an NPDES permit or a dredged or fill material 
permit (subject to the exemption described in California Water Code §13376) is 
prohibited 

 
4. The discharge of treated or untreated waste to lakes or reservoirs used for 

municipal water supply, or to inland surface water tributaries thereto, is 
prohibited. 

 
5. The discharge of waste to inland surface waters, except in cases where the 

quality of the discharge complies with applicable receiving water quality 
objectives, is prohibited.  Allowances for dilution may be made at the discretion 
of the Regional Board.  Consideration would include streamflow data, the degree 
of treatment provided and safety measures to ensure reliability of facility 
performance.  As an example, discharge of secondary effluent would probably 
be permitted if streamflow provided 100:1 dilution capability. 

 
6. The discharge of waste in a manner causing flow, ponding, or surfacing on lands 

not owned or under the control of the discharger is prohibited, unless the 
discharge is authorized by the Regional Board. 

 
7. The dumping, deposition, or discharge of waste directly into waters of the state, 

or adjacent to such waters in any manner which may permit its being transported 
into the waters, is prohibited unless authorized by the Regional Board. 
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8. Any discharge to a storm water conveyance system that is not composed entirely 
of storm water is prohibited unless authorized by the Regional Board.  (The 
federal regulations, 40CFR 122.26(b)(13), define storm water as storm water 
runoff, snow melt runoff, and surface runoff and drainage.  40CFR 122.26(b)(2) 
defines an illicit discharge as any discharge to a storm water conveyance system 
that is not composed entirely of storm water except discharges pursuant to a 
NPDES permit and discharge resulting from fire fighting activities.) (§122.26 
amended at 56 FR 56553, November 5, 1991 57 FR 11412, April 2, 1992). 

 
9. The authorized discharge of treated or untreated sewage to waters of the state 

or to a storm water conveyance system is prohibited. 
 
10. The discharge of industrial wastes to conventional septic tank/subsurface 

disposal systems, except as authorized by the terms described in California 
Water Code Section 13264, is prohibited. 

 
11. The discharge of radioactive waste amenable to alternative methods of disposal 

into the waters of the state is prohibited. 
 
12. The discharge of any radiological, chemical, or biological warfare agent into 

waters of the state is prohibited. 
 
13. The discharge of waste into a natural or excavated site below historic water 

levels is prohibited unless the discharge is authorized by the Regional Board. 
 
14. The discharge of sand, silt, clay, or other earthen materials from any activity, 

including land grading and construction, in quantities which cause deleterious 
bottom deposits, turbidity or discoloration in waters of the state or which 
unreasonably affect, or threaten to affect, beneficial uses of such waters is 
prohibited. 

 
15. The discharge of treated or untreated sewage from vessels to Mission Bay, 

Oceanside Harbor, Dana Point Harbor, or other small boat harbors is prohibited. 
 
16. The discharge of untreated sewage from vessels to San Diego Bay is prohibited. 
 
17. The discharge of treated sewage from vessels to portion of San Diego Bay that 

are less than 30 feet deep at mean lower low water (MLLW) is prohibited. 
 
18. The discharge of treated sewage from vessels, which do not have a properly 

functioning US Coast Guard certified Type I or Type II marine sanitation device, 
to portions of San Diego Bay that are greater than 30 feet deep a mean lower 
low water (MLLW) is prohibited. 


